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Previously with Whitbybird and a director of Architecture PLB, Richard is a founder Director of Design 
Engine.  

Richard headed up the Bridges Team at Whitbybird from 1997 until 2000, winning numerous national and 
international competitions. The Shanks Millennium Bridge received 'The building of the Year' award in 
2002.  

He is currently responsible for numerous Design Engine projects, including the recently completed new 
British Embassy in Yemen, The University Centre for Winchester University and a low-energy office park in 
Southampton. The most recent commission is for a major redevelopment  of Oxford Brookes University 
which includes the construction of a new Learning Resource Centre, a Student Union and Open Access 
Facility. 

Richard’s commitment to low and free energy principles ensures that Design Engine Architects work 
closely with other specialist consultants in realising  the environmental aspirations of the brief in realistic 
yet imaginative ways.

2001-Present Design Engine Architects  Director

Oxford Brookes University: new student services building and extension to 1950’s teaching 
building.
University Centre, University of Winchester: Including a  food hall, Student Union and University 
shop. Completed 2007 (£7.0m) 
New British Embassy, Yemen:  New embassy project in Sana’a. Completed 2006. Awarded the 
RIBA  International Award for Architecture 2007, The Leaf 'Most Sustainable Building of the 
Year' Award 2007. Shortlisted for RICS, BCIA and CI Awards.  (£5.5m)
University Centre, University of Winchester: New lecture facility. Completed 2004 (£2.0m).
Gifford Consulting Engineers, Southampton:  New Headquarters and Centre of Excellence, 2003 
(£2.1m)

1997-2000 Whitbybird and Partners 

Turin  Bridge, Italy. Winner of the International Competition for a new pedestrian bridge over the 
River Po. Completed  2003 (£2.0m)
Shanks Millennium Bridge, Peterborough: Corten Equestrian Bridge. Awarded the Building of 
the Year Award 2002.
York Millennium Bridge: Single stainless steel arch pedestrian bridge over the River Ouse, 2000 
(£2.65m)
Lancaster Millennium Bridge:  Masted pedestrian bridge crossing the River Lune, 2000.  (£1.8m)

1988-1997 Architecture PLB  

Project Director for St Annes School and Jersey College for Girls, Jersey. (RIBA Southern region 
Award) 1994-97 
West Side Building, Winchester Art School/Southampton University.  
Director in Charge. Project value £2.5million (RIBA Chairman's Award 1997).
Design Architect for Tanbridge House School, West Sussex. (RIBA Downland Trust Award 1994 
and British Steel Award 1994)
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