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Design Engine were commissioned by Charterhouse School 
following an invited competition with five other practices, and 
this project forms one of a series identified within our new 
masterplan for the School campus.

The original 1972 dining rooms were designed by architect 
Richard Gilbert-Scott, son of Sir Giles Gilbert-Scott, as 
part of the construction of the iconic 1970s ‘new houses’ 
accommodation. The unique design of the original dining hall 
building is a result of the long established tradition of pupils 
being allocated a Housemaster, which in turn has resulted in 
each house enjoying its own dining hall. A large central kitchen 
efficiently serves these seven dining rooms. The brief for a new 
dining hall to serve the new day house had to fit the required 
number of pupils within the space.

The concept behind the building is driven by observing a close 
hierarchy between the striking existing dining rooms’ roof form 
and the open and attractive nature of the greenbelt site. The 
new roof geometry served as a creative element of the project 
but was also a deliberate echo of the architectural roof play 
of the existing building, creating a sense of individuality to the 
space held below.
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The project was delivered on time within a strict 
26-week construction period. The completion 
of the dining rooms was needed in time for 
the arrival of the new day boarding pupils. The 
extensive refurbishment of the original dining 
rooms will be carried out in 2013.

In recent years Charterhouse School has 
offered a Day House, ‘Fletcherites’, for non-
boarding sixth form girls and boys. This has 
meant that the current new Central Dining 
Rooms are insufficient in size and layout and 
needed extending to meet the current need.

The only available site for development was to 
the south of the existing dining rooms where 
there was an existing hard landscaped area 
(a former reflecting pool).  The site is close 
to existing boarding houses and sits within a 
classified greenbelt area of land.

The planning constraints were such that the 
visual amenity of the greenbelt was not to be 
affected by any development on the site.  With 
this in mind the scheme needed to be sensitive 
in nature both to its surrounding landscape 
and the existing building to which it adjoined.  

The materials used in the construction of the 
building are also integral to the concept, using 
a simple palette of materials to form an external 
colonnade/covered walkway. This colonnade 
also provides a sizable overhanging cover 
providing natural solar shading to the south 
façade.  Zinc and aluminium cladding are used 
extensively as the external cladding material 
and draw a distinct line between existing and 
new.  Larch panels within the curtain walling 
soften the façade and relate directly to the 
open landscape to the south, drawing it in to 
the building plan.
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Project Details

Location
Godalming, Surrey

GU7 2DX

Completion Date
2010

Contract Value
£600,000

Area
300 sqm

Per sqm Cost
£1946/sqm

Project Team

Client
Charterhouse School

Architect
Design Engine

Structural Engineer
Thomasons

Quantity Surveyor
Jackson Coles

Specification Writer
John Ahern/Design Engine

CDMC
HDC

Building Control Approved 
Inspector

HDC
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Design Engine Architects Ltd
The Studio, Coker Close
Winchester SO22 5FF

T.+44(0)1962 890111

www.designengine.co.uk


