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Set into a granite hillside overlooking the sea, this scheme of 
thirty seven new housing units and community buildings are 
arranged on existing natural contours. Efficient landscaped car 
parking courts for the whole site are designed on two levels 
at the foot of the site: one below ground and one at grade. 
Pedestrian routes through the site weave between residential 
buildings via existing vanells, steps and ramps between semi-
public courtyards. Each house or apartment benefits from a 
small dedicated garden or balcony to complete the hierarchy 
of public, semi-public and private realms.
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The site for this thirty seven dwelling residential development 
was in the ownership of The States of Guernsey. The existing 
dwellings were very low in density and had begun to prove 
too costly to maintain. The client sold the land to Guernsey 
Housing Association who wanted to redevelop the site with 
family homes of greater density. 

The gradient of the site presented a series of challenges but 
its existing features of granite retaining walls and pedestrian 
routes suggested a series of pocket-developments, utilising 
these existing features and exploiting the many level changes 
across the site as a whole.

A key concern was to retain all parking at the lower end of the 
site, to enable a series of open amenity spaces and courtyards 
to be accommodated within the centre, around which the 
dwellings could face into. An ambition was to facilitate external 
play space for children to play within protected car-free 
spaces, overlooked by their homes.

The nature of the site’s topography lead to the development of 
some interesting typologies for the various dwellings, including 
a three storey model consisting of two split-level family homes, 
each with gardens.

The project received numerous awards including The Civic 
Trust’s Special Housing Award 2007, and RIBA Award 2007 
and a RTPI Commendation 2008.

Site Plan
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Project Details

Location
St Peter Port, Guernsey

Completion Date
2006

Contract Value
£5.2m

Area
2250 sqm

Per sqm Cost
£2310/sqm

Project Team

Client
Guernsey Housing 

Association

Architect
Design Engine

Structural Engineer
Ramboll

Building Services Engineer
Hoare Lea

Quantity Surveyor
Tillyard

Specification Writer
Design Engine

Acoustic Consultants
Arup

Landscape Consultants
Jenkins & Clarke

CDMC
Guernsey Housing 

Association

Main Contractor
JW Rihoy & Son Ltd.

Awards

RIBA
2008

Civic Trust Special Award
2007
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Design Engine Architects Ltd
The Studio, Coker Close
Winchester SO22 5FF

T.+44(0)1962 890111

www.designengine.co.uk


